
A $40 billion economic impact 
waiting to bloom. 

It’s a little known fact, but tourism is South Carolina’s number one industry.  It currently has a $10.9 billion economic impact. 

About two years ago, New Carolina started an important conversation between tourism, business and government leaders.  

Together they formed “South Carolina’s Tourism Cluster Committee.”  After initially assessing the tourism industry, they raised 

over $300,000 to hire Ireland’s Tourism Development International (TDI) to develop a Tourism Action Plan for South Carolina.  

TDI is a world-class team of experts with successful case studies around the world.  This detailed plan is the first of its kind in 

our state.  Even more remarkably, it is a product of an unprecedented collaboration among traditionally competitive organizations.

And the news from the action plan is good – this is just the beginning of great things to come.  Momentum and energy continue 

to rise.  The plan has helped kick-start project development ideas statewide, and TDI predicts that tourism can grow to become  

a $40 billion industry by the year 2020.  And that equates to a brighter economic future for all of us.  Check it out for yourself.  

The plan is available at NewCarolina.org.
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