
China’s Economic Growth Lifted to 9.8%
- Associated Press

Ireland Grows its per Capita Income from 81%  
of EU Average to 137% in Fifteen Years

- Dr. William C. Harris, Science Foundation Ireland

Northeast Ohio Coalition to Invest $30 Million in Economic
Growth Over the Next Three Years

- Fund For Our Economic Future

SC per Capita Income Remains at 82% of National Average 
- The Post and Courier

Report Calls South Carolina Graduation Rate Worst in Nation 
- The Post and Courier

South Carolina’s Council on Competitiveness

™

We Must 
 Re-Learn to Compete



We, the deserving people of New Carolina, declare independence from  

mediocrity.  We will reach beyond past mistakes and build on historic successes 

toward a bright future that lifts our families, our schools, our businesses.  

From this day forward, we will demonstrate a new will and forge a new way.  

With tireless passion, tenacious leadership and decisive action, we will silence 

the naysayers, the doubters, the cynics.  We will celebrate the courageous and 

the wholehearted, encourage the innovators and the teachers.  In doing so, 

we will become a leader in public education, entrepreneurial success, personal  

income and quality of life.  Each day we will reach for, and push each other, 

until one day  the world will acknowledge us as “the new land of opportunity.”   

                New energy.  New ideas.          New action.  New jobs.

New Carolina. Rising As One.



     Competition is accelerating around the world.  The fight for creation of wealth, the fight for jobs, the fight for growth is becoming  

fierce in every state and in nearly every country of the world.

     It has become the survival of the swiftest.

     We in South Carolina have held our own in the last fifteen years.  We have not lost or gained ground.  Our per capita income 

has remained at 82% of the national average.  But the pace is changing.  If we are to increase the wealth and well-being of all South 

Carolinians, we must change the speed with which we grow, change the speed in which we enhance education, change the speed  

with which we attract those who can create growth.

     Nearly two years ago, fueled by a sense of frustration and passion, multiple business organizations and government entities, including 

the Department of Commerce, the Palmetto Business Forum, the Palmetto Institute and the South Carolina Chamber of Commerce, 

formed South Carolina’s Council on Competitiveness.  Over 50 leaders from all over the state were asked to become the Board of  

this new Council.  

     We have a clear, measurable definition of success.  Steadily raise the average income of South Carolinians.

     We have a smart, proven roadmap,* provided by Harvard Professor Michael Porter and The Monitor Group, a top international

consulting firm.  Their key recommendations: 

     • Focus on education.  In our world economy, smart, skilled workers are recognized as the single most valuable resource.

     • Build on existing, and emerging, industrial “clusters” to create greater wealth and prosperity.

     • Move from offering a generic low-cost position to building an environment that will foster innovation and widespread growth.

      In a nutshell, South Carolina must re-learn to compete.  We must become a New Carolina.

     We’ve currently identified eight important industrial clusters: Agribusiness, Apparel, Automotive, Aviation, Distribution Services, 

Hydrogen and Fuel Cells, Textiles, and Travel and Tourism.  Soon we will designate two more: Pulp and Paper and Health Sciences.

     The Council on Competitiveness already has over 200 volunteers working on cluster committees and issue task forces.  We’re  

also partnering with the Palmetto Business Forum, the Palmetto Institute and the South Carolina Chamber of Commerce to discuss 

supporting programs and legislation that will allow South Carolina to better compete.  Plus, we’re working with economic developers, 

chambers of commerce, state agencies, industry groups, international linkages and other organizations to build “institutions of 

collaboration” across the state.

     We’ve got a long way to go, but we’re moving with a sense of urgency and purpose that even the cynics among us find exhilarating.

There is an energy breaking out all over the state.  New companies are being started.  The Hydrogen Fuel Cell initiative is gaining speed.  

Charleston is starting new economic clusters for rapid growth.  InnoVenture is promoting entrepreneurship and innovation throughout 

the state.  Clemson’s International Center for Automotive Research (ICAR) is growing.  MUSC is expanding its research and USC’s 

Research Campus has broken ground. We’re convinced we can and will compete to win.  And we’re excited to be part of it.  How  

about you?  If you believe in a New Carolina, visit www.NewCarolina.org, or call us at 803.264.4524.

M. Edward Sellers

Chairman of South Carolina’s Council on Competitiveness

*The complete roadmap is outlined in A Strategic Plan for South Carolina, published in May 2005.

If you’d like to read or download it, please visit our website, www.NewCarolina.org, or call us for a copy at 803.264.4524.



CURRENT STATEWIDE 
CLUSTER COMMITTEES
AGRIBUSINESS  
Jim Roquemore, jroquemore@pattenseed.com

APPAREL  
Jack Stone, j.stone@stonellc.com

AUTOMOTIVE  
Carl Flesher, cwfhome1@mac.com

AVIATION  
Dave Posek, david.j.posek@daedalusllp.com

DISTRIBUTION SERVICES  
Bill Smith, bsmith@holmessmith.com

HYDROGEN AND FUEL CELLS  
Fred Humes, fhumes@edpsc.org

TEXTILES 
Rob Chapman, rchapman@inmanmills.com

TRAVEL AND TOURISM  
Chad Prosser, cprosser@scprt.com

CURRENT STATEWIDE 
COUNCIL TASK FORCES
COMMUNICATIONS 
Dalhi Myers, dmyers@hsblawfirm.com

DISTRESSED AREAS 
Rev Charles Jackson, cbjsrbbc@aol.com

EDUCATION AND  
WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 
Co-chairs:   
Don Herriott, don.herriott@roche.com  
Jim Reynolds, reynoldsj@totalcomfort.ac

MEASURING PROGRESS  
Jim Fields, jfields@palmettoinstitute.org

RESEARCH 
Dr. Jerry Odom, odom@sc.edu

STARTUPS 
Steve Swanson, steve.swanson@atdesk.com

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
George W. Fletcher, gfletcher@newcarolina.org

HONORARY MEMBER
The Honorable Mark Sanford
Governor, South Carolina 
(Columbia, SC)

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
M. Edward Sellers, Chair
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 
Blue Cross Blue Shield of South Carolina 
(Columbia, SC)

William Barnet, III 
Chief Executive Officer
   Barnet Company and  
   Barnet Development Company 
Current Mayor of Spartanburg 
(Spartanburg, SC)

James A. Bennett
Executive Vice President and Director Public Affairs 
First Citizens Bank 
(Columbia, SC)

J. Egerton Burroughs
Chairman, Burroughs & Chapin Company 
(Conway, SC)

Ann Caulkins
President and Publisher, The State Newspaper 
(Columbia, SC)

John C. L. Darby
President and Chief Executive Officer 
The Beach Company 
(Charleston, SC)

Robert A. Faith
Secretary of Commerce, The State of South Carolina 
(Columbia, SC)

Carl Flesher
Retired Vice President, Corporate Communications 
and Environmental Services 
BMW Manufacturing Corporation 
(Greer, SC)

Don Herriott
Head of Global Chemical Manufacturing, 
Roche Pharma (Florence, SC)

Darla Moore,
Partner, Rainwater, Inc. 
Founder and Chair, Palmetto Institute 
(Lake City, SC)

Steve Swanson
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Automated Trading Desk 
(Mt. Pleasant, SC)

Mack I. Whittle, Jr.
President and Chief Executive Officer 
   The South Financial Group 
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 
   Carolina First Bank 
(Greenville, SC)

DESIGNATED SEATS
Chauncey Gregory
Senator, the State of South Carolina, representing 
Fairfield, Lancaster, and York Counties 
(Lancaster, SC)

Dr. James L. Hudgins
President, South Carolina Technical College System 
(Columbia, SC)

Fred Humes
Director, Economic Development Partnership, SC 
(Aiken, SC)

Dr. Andrew A. Sorenson
President, University of South Carolina 
(Columbia, SC)

Robert W. Harrell, Jr.
Speaker of the House, the State of South Carolina, 
representing Charleston and Dorchester Counties. 
(Charleston, SC)

COUNCIL MEMBERS
William H. Alford
Co-Founder 
A & I Fire and Water Restoration Company 
(Myrtle Beach, SC)

Dr. G. Ashley Allen
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Milliken & Company 
(Spartanburg, SC)

Joe Blanchard
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Blanchard Machinery Company 
(Columbia, SC)

Brent O. E. Clinkscale
Attorney 
Womble Carlyle Sandridge and Rice, PLLC 
(Greenville, SC)

Harris E. De Loach, Jr.
Chairman, President & Chief Executive Officer 
Sonoco Products Company 
(Hartsville, SC)

William A. Finn
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 
AstenJohnson, Inc. 
(Charleston, SC)

Paula Harper Bethea
Director, External Relations, McNair Law Firm 
(Bluffton, SC)

Hayne Hipp
Chair and Chief Executive Officer 
Liberty Corporation 
(Greenville, SC)

Tecumseh (Tee) Hooper, Jr.
Chief Executive Officer, Profitlab, Inc. 
(Greenville, SC)

Bob Hughes
Chief Executive Officer 
Hughes Development Corporation 
(Greenville, SC)

Dr. Andrew Hugine, Jr.
President, South Carolina State University 
(Orangeburg, SC)

Karen Park Jennings
Owner and Chairman, Park Seed Company 
(Greenwood, SC)

Barbara League
Corporate Secretary 
G.F. League Manufacturing Company, Inc. 
(Greenville, SC)

John Lumpkin, Jr.
Senior Advisor, NAI Avant, LLC. 
(Columbia, SC)

Edward T. McMullen, Jr.
President 
South Carolina Policy Council  
Education Foundation 
(Columbia, SC)

Dr. Albert Mims
Physician 
   Lower Florence County Hospital 
Associate Professor, 
   Medical University of South Carolina.  
(Lake City, SC) 

Dalhi Myers
Attorney, Haynsworth Sinkler Boyd, P.A. 
(Columbia, SC)

Robert W. Pearce, Jr.
Partner, Nelson, Mullins, Riley and Scarborough 
(Charleston, SC)

Jonathan Pinson
Managing Partner, Pindrum Staffing 
President, Cascades Food Group, Inc.  
(Greenville, SC)

Dr. Gerrita Postlewait
Superintendent, Horry County 
(Conway, SC)

Minor Shaw
President, Micco Corporation and Mickel Investment 
(Greenville, SC)

Ruth Shaw
President and CEO, Duke Power Company 
(Charlotte, NC)

Dr. David Shi
President, Furman University 
(Greenville, SC)

Bill Smith
Chief Executive Officer 
Holmes Smith Developments, Inc.  
(Columbia, SC)

Joel A. Smith, III
Dean, Moore School of Business 
University of South Carolina 
(Columbia, SC)

Diane E. Sumpter
Founder, President and  
Chief Executive Officer, DESA, Inc.  
(Columbia, SC)

Rick Throckmorton
Trustee, Booz Allen Hamilton, Inc. 
(Charleston, SC)

Dr. Henry Tisdale
President, Claflin University 
(Orangeburg, SC)

John Warner
SwampFox, LLC 
(Greenville, SC)

William M. Webster, IV
Co-Founder and Chief Executive Officer 
Advance America 
(Spartanburg, SC)

Dr. Caroline Whitson
President, Columbia College 
(Columbia, SC)

William M. Youngblood
Managing Partner, McNair Law Firm, P.A.  
(Charleston, SC)

South Carolina’s Council on Competitiveness 

Take a stand against mediocrity. Proclaim your faith in the future. 
Show your kids you believe in a New Carolina. 

Join New Carolina today. 
www.newcarolina.org 

I-20 at Alpine Road, AA-XOI Columbia, SC 29219  803.264.4524 


